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Introduction

Many people connect war time sexual violence to the images of the raped Bosnian (Muslim) women that appeared in the news all over the world back in the 1992. Even though sexual violence against women in war times is not a specificity of the armed conflict in ex-Yugoslavia it is exactly this conflict that has brought the issue out in the open. Due to the pressures of the feminists sexual violence against women in wartime became an important issue and more important, it became punishable
. 

So, the space for the issue of sexual violence in armed conflicts was definitely created. However, some forms of sexual violence were left invisible, including sexual violence against men. It is interesting to see how little research has been done on this topic. Only few authors are writing on the issue and it is hard to find any relevant data on the numbers of the victims. In this essay I will try to explore the factors that explain invisibility of the sexual violence against men in armed conflict in ex-Yugoslavia and provide answers to several questions: in a time when sexual violence against women in armed conflicts received great public attention, what makes sexual violence against men in armed conflict such a taboo? Are the incidents of sexual violence against men so rare that they don’t deserve larger attention? What are the types of sexual violence against men in armed conflicts? How sexual violence against men corresponds with the dominant notion of masculinity in the society? Has sexual violence against men other meanings or should we treat it as a method of torture?
First part of the essay will focus on the different forms of sexual violence against men in armed conflict
and their presentation, especially in front of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (hereafter ICTY). This part of the essay will largely rely on the article by Sandesh Sivakumaran in which different types of sexual violence against men in armed conflict have been discussed. Also I will use the Final Report of the UN Commission of Experts related to rape and sexual assaults in Ex-Yugoslavia
, as well as the testimonies in front of the ICTY
. 

In the second part of the essay I will discuss intersections between gender, sexuality and power. After clarifications of these relations I will try to put these relations in the context of armed conflict in ex-Yugoslavia. I will use various authors that wrote on sexual violence against men such as Žarkov, Lončar, Weiss and Stemple.
1. ‘Rape’ or ‘torture’

Horrific incidents of sexual violence against women during the conflict in ex-Yugoslavia are well-known. Testimonies about the crimes committed in camps such as Omarska caught international attention. However, testimonies gathered for the purpose of prosecution in front of the ICTY show that men were victims of sexual violence as well. This part of the essay first wants to define different types of sexual violence against men and then analyze the interpretations of the violence in front of the ICTY. 

Media was not interested to write about incidents of sexual violence against men. Little is known about the violations that happened during the conflict. I chose to describe the violence so I can decrease the level of abstraction of the terms such as ‘forced castration’ etc. Moreover, I want to point out the ‘sexual’ in the violence that is usually overlooked in the representation of these crimes.

Sandesh Sivakumaran in his article explores different types of sexual violence against men in armed conflict; rape, enforced sterilization and other forms of sexual violence such as genital violence, enforced nudity and enforced masturbation.
 All these types of violence were present during the conflict in ex-Yugoslavia. Moreover, according to Sivakumaran, the most thorough investigation of the sexual violence in armed conflict is that of the conflict in ex-Yugoslavia
. In order to illustrate these types of violence I will use the case brought in front of the ICTY.
We have quite a number of witnesses, but I would mention the example of one witness who speaks of a serial rape of men, sexual abuse of men. He describes that it was horrific. There were about 170 detainees there. There were uniformed men who called out eight of the detainees, fathers and sons. Our witness was not with his father, so they took his uncle. And they forced them to climb onto the stage and to strip. Then they forced them to do sexual abuse of various kinds. Afterwards, the detainees were forced to bite off each other's penises, and all this was under the control of men in uniform on the stage. And when they found that three detainees did not fulfill their assignment, they were sentenced to death.

Several cases of sexual violence against men were prosecuted at ICTY such as Tadić case, Mucić et al
. The case of Duško Tadić was “the first international war crime trial involving charges of sexual violence”
. One of the incidents Tadić was found guilty included sexual violence against men (forcing a detainee to bite of the testicles of another detainee). Tadić was convicted for “cruel treatment (violation of the laws and customs of war) and inhumane acts (crime against humanity) for the part he played in this and other incidents”.

These cases together with the Report of the UN Commission of Experts reveal many incidents of rape conducted with or without objects and in broad range of brutality, cases of forced sterilization or genital violence. Detainees were forced to perform fellatio on each other in front of the others (which made the humiliation bigger), they were assaulted with different objects, they were beaten on their testicles, etc.

It goes beyond saying that the ICTY played an important role in raising the awareness of the sexual violence committed during armed conflict in ex-Yugoslavia on both men and women and in punishment of those crimes. However, it is interesting to see how these crimes are presented in front of the ICTY. Sivakumaran notes that sexual violence against men is often “buried under the rubric of ‘abuse’ or ‘torture’. Why is that important? According to Sivakumaran “the way of expressing these crimes in legal terms is important – legal language ‘reinforces certain world views and understandings of events
”. Rosalind Petchesky underlines the differences between the treatment of female and male sexual violence in front of the ICTY.
 She notes that sexual violence against women was treated almost solely as sexual and only after the hard work of the feminists and women’s organizations it was recognized as torture. However, in cases of sexual violence against men sexual component is often neglected.

If we address sexual violence against men as torture and abuse, we address sexual violence only as violence and we are ignoring the sexual element of the violence. More important, we are ignoring the meaning of the sexual violence in the conflict. 
2. ‘Real man are unrapable’

As I mention in the previous chapter, without exploring all the elements of the violence (including sexuality) we are unable to find the meaning of the violence (and reasons for its invisibility). That is why this part of the essay will first discuss the intersections of gender, sexuality, power and ethnicity. Then I will put these relations in the context of the armed conflict in ex - Yugoslavia in order to try to explain the invisibility of sexual violence against men.

As Weiss states, masculinity and femininity present the social ideas about gender. These ideas confirm existing gender hierarchies that associate men with domination, power and public space while it associates women with reproduction and family (private space). It is interesting to observe the intersection between gender and sexuality. As I mentioned women are associated with reproduction, but their role is also to provide sexual pleasure to men. Male sexuality however is linked with dominance and pleasure. While women are sexually vulnerable, men are not. They are dominant and powerful. Therefore, sexual victimization is not connected to men, only to women. Moreover, as Weiss points out, “men’s victimization undermines the dominant ideals of masculinity”.

When discussing sexuality another key element has to be mentioned – heteronormativity
. Dominant masculinities in the Balkans
 are based on the heteronoramtivity and power. ‘Real men’ are heterosexual and sexually potent. Homosexual men are feminized, weak, vulnerable and powerless. 
In order to put these relations in the context of armed conflict in ex-Yugoslavia I will add another element – ethnicity. As Zarkov notes, in the conflict manhood also symbolized ethnic identity.
During the armed conflict in ex-Yugoslvia Serbian press often labeled the ones that were against the war as pederi (pederast) which was a way to express that they are not ‘real Serbs’.
Zarkov notes that Serbian press represented the ‘real Serbs’ “through the notions of virtility and fertility”.
 It is clear that certain type of the masculinity was a part of the ethnic identity. So what is the meaning of sexual violence against men in the conflict? As I mentioned earlier in the essay, sexual victimization is connected to women, not men. Sexual assault de-masculinizes men, makes him vulnerable, powerless. Since manhood is part of one’s ethnic identity as well, de-masculinization does not affect only the individual but it affects the whole ethnic community.

We can conclude that sexual component of the violence is crucial for understanding the meaning of it. As Zarkov points out, “the cultural meanings of violence predefine the violent act as well as their representation, while political context – in this case the context of the ethnic war – makes some victims visible, while obscuring the others”.

Due to the limits of this essay I will not go into depth explaining the meaning behind the act of forced sterilization or genital mutilation. I will rather turn back to the question: why is sexual violence against men still invisible? On the one hand heteronormative is so strong that neither the victims nor the perpetrators are willing to undermine it by bringing out incidents of sexual violence against men. It was interesting to see how even some experts defined different acts of sexual violence against men in conflict as homosexual
 (rape) or heterosexual (genital mutilation).
 On the other hand existing gendered hierarchies leave no room for treating man as sexual victims, no more as they left room for treating women as perpetrators of war crimes. 


The same existing gendered intersectionalities that feminists were fighting against in order to bring out the issue of sexual violence against women in armed conflict
 are the obstacles in bringing up sexual violence against men.   

Conclusion

I am aware that this topic cannot be properly addressed in an essay. It deserves deeper and more comprehensive analysis. However, after our discussions at the course I felt that sexual violence against men in armed conflict is a perfect example of the question we were dealing with during the course. So my goal was to use what I knew and what I learned at the Peace Academy to answer the question: why is sexual violence against men invisible?

First I wanted to explore the dimensions of the violence; types of violence, their frequency in the armed conflict in ex-Yugoslavia, etc. Also, since I have learned there have been cases of these crimes in front of the ICTY I wanted to learn more about their representation in front of the court. I learned that we can only assume the extent of these crimes since victims are not willing to speak out. Testimonies of the events are given by witnesses or medical experts which indicates the level of the taboo of the topic. Representation of the crimes differs from the representation of crimes committed on women. Sexual component of the crime is overlooked and the focus is on torture which ignores the meaning of the act.

In the second part of the essay I wanted to discuss intersections between gender, sexuality and power in the context of armed conflict. The goal was to understand the meaning of the violence. What became clear after this short analysis is the strength of the existing gendered inetersectionalities and the need to break this settled gender hierarchies in order to create space for victims to speak out.
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